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VBR 2 OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WEST VIRGINIA Liakary assocraion PBOSMb2: 
HIGH SCHOOL SEMIOR'S TYPE OF NUMBER OF PERCENTAGE 
READING INTERESTS MAGAZINE F.ESPONSES OF TOTAL 
: ; Agriculture 13 0? 
~-- by Gilbert Fites, Jr. ran oA “Od 
Librarian, Fairmont State College General Popular 352 ° 55 
Health & Science 18 003 
Honienaking 95 e15 
In erder for a colloge library Industrial Arts 17 203 
staff to offer better service to in- Miscellaneous 14 07 
coring college freshmen this data on Movie 13 02 
their reading habits was secured. National & 
World Affairs 35 005 
; We asked each student enrolled in Pulp 17 003 
“3 a required use of the library course Kecreation 39 206 
4 to answer these three questions: 1) ) 
ae List the newspapers you read regularly It is immediately noticeable that 
a 2) List the magazines you read reu- the "pulp" magazines constitute a 








larly; 3) List the titles of as many 
books as you recall reading ‘uring the 
past year, onitting required curricu- 
lar readings. 


The 118 students reported they 
read 304 newspapers; the average stu- 
dent regularly reading 2.5 titles. Of 

hese 69,4 were “local papers" and 314 
represented the erea netropolitan pa- 
ners. Interestingly, the male students 
completed more of their reading fron 
the metropolitan papers than did the 
fenale students. 


The number of masazines read rege 
ularly by the group totaled 637, The 
magazine titles were distributed among 
appropriate subject headings used in 
the "Classified Index to Marazine 
List,” of the Standard Catalog for 
High School Libraries. Of the twenty 
areas from which this library guide 
recommends high school libraries have 
a selection, it was necessary in this 
study to use only eight. Two addition~ 
al subject headinzs, “pulp" magazines 
and "movie" mavazines were added to 
more accurately describe the findinz's. 
The results of these two sroupin;s and 
the percent that each constituted in 
the total are indicated holow. 








small percentage of the total ficure. 
It is possible that the students did 
not care to adnit they read this type 
of material, though there was no way 
the answer could have been traced back 
to the responient. On the basis of 
this limited data it would appear that 
public opinion is wrong, at least in 
the case on entering college freshmen, 
in describing the teen age group as 
heavy readers of “pulp” magazines. 


The poor showing of literary mag- 
azine titles (less than 14) is disap- 
vointing. It would seer. that the a- 
rount of literature completed in the 
school curriculum is not influencing, 
at least insofar as this type of samp- 
ling can measure, the reading habits 
of the students. 


It is interestin; that 774 of the 
students indicated they frequently 
read the pictorial general magazines 
(e.g. Life, Look). The average enter- 
ing male freshman has used 5 magazines 
per year while his coed companion is 
familiar with 5.8 titles. 


The .group of students could re- 


call reading 305 books for an ayorage 
of 2.5 books er 


student. Of the 
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group, 22% could remember neither the 
author or title of any books, while 13 
per cent of the group could remember 
reading six or more books, 


This book reading pernitted itscl 
to be grouped in seven subject arcas 
as is indicated below: 


TYPE OF NUMBER OF PERCENTAGE 
BOOK RESPONSES OF TOTAL 
Biography 34 odd. 
Fiction 202 206 
Geography & Travel 6 202 
Industrial Arts 5 Aer. 
Literature 38 ht 
Miscellancous 5 202 
Social Sciences 15 005 


The prepondcrance of fiction is 
discouraging, especially as much of it 
was of the Zane Grey or Kathlem Norris 
type of writing. It would appear from 
the above percentages that neithor the 
classroom teacher nor the librarians 
are supplying reading guidance beyond 
the conventional curricular type. It 
is also possible that the high school 
and public librarics are failing to 
make available such matcrials as age 
pressive publication houses are prc- 
paring in all subjcct arcas for this 
specialized group of readcrs. 


O 


In summary, it secs that the av 
eraze student is familiar with at lead 
two current nowspaners, They are in- 
troduced to the magazine ficld before 
entering college, but thcir roadinz to 
this point has been largely (554) in 
the area of general popular iagazincs, 
as opposed to a more substantial lit- 
ecrary, scicntific, and current event 
type. Their free recall of book titles 
indicates they again complete nost of 
their reading in a recreational areca 
as opposed to a more solid fare which 
would benefit them for collere cduci~ 
tional cxperiences, 
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TRI-STATE ACRL CHAPTER ORGANIZED 


The Association of Collerc and 
Kefcrence Librarians is organizing 
chapters in various parts of the coun- 
try to bring the national organization 
closer to individual members, to give 
ACRL menbers opportunity to partici- 
pate in projects, and to lead to bete 
ter knowlcdge and more contact with 
the national organization, 


A tri-state chapter was organized 
in Pittsburch, Nov. 7. The area in- 
cludes most of western Pennsylvania, 
castern Ohio, and West Virginia. Over 
100 librarians participated in the or- 
fanizational meeting at which officers 
were clected, a constitution comnittec 
appointed, and plans for activities 
were discusscd, 


Officcrs elected were E, Hugh Bee 
hynicr, Librarian, Bethany College, W. 
Va., President; John B. Nichelgon, Li- 
brarian, Kent State University, Kent, 
Ohio, Vicc-President; Miss Mabcl Ko~ 
cher, Librarian, Westminster Colloge, 
Now Wilmington, Pa., Scec.-Iroasurer,. 
To serve with the officcrs on the Ex- 
ecutive Board the sroup clected Miss 
Goraldine D. Anderson, Librarian, Re- 
search and Development Division,Pitts- 
burgh Consolidated Coal Co., Library, 
Pa., and Miss Rose Donorest,Librarian, 
Pa, Reon, Carnegic Library of Pitts- 
burrh, 


It was sonerally agreed that the 
Chapter should nect twice a yoar, It 
was proposed that a meeting be held in 
the Svring with a serics of talks on 
topics of particular interest to the 
members, and that another mecting be 
hold in the Fall, possibly with one of 
the state associations. 


HMUMKHK HHA MRKH 

ACRL has also adopted a systom of 
state ropresentatives. One person in 
cach state will represent ACRL intcr- 
ests and keep the national headquart— 
ers informed about local necds, active 


(Cont. on p. 10) 
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MIDDLE ATLANTIC REGIONAL CONFERENCE 





Can library sorvice be improved 
by adopting the efficiency nethods and 
public relations pros:rans of business 
and industry? From the many favorable 
conmonts on the Conforenee it is evi- 
dent that librarians think that busi- 
ness and industry can help us solve 
our problens, 


The therie of the Conference was 
"Business Advises Librarians." Spcak- 
ers included top-level executives of 
such companies as An, Tclephone & Tcle 
erraph, Coca Cola, Reninston Rand, E, 
I, du Pont de Nemours, and General E- 
lectric, There were also cxverts in 
efficiency, public rclations, personnel 
work, and library planning, That cf. 
ficiency and concern for public rola- 
tions have already invaded the library 
ficld is proved by the fact that sov- 
eral librarians were askod to partici- 
nate, 


There was little said which wes 
entircly new; there was much said of 
which we necd to he constantly remind- 
ed. Theo following pars;raphs will 
summarize sone of the spouchcs, 


Mr, Arthur Gazocr, Staff Director, 
Technical Div. Nat. Office Manarcrs 
&ssn., Philadelphia, statcd that busi- 


ness judges its cfficiency by the a- 
nount of money made, In a non-profit 


organization like a library, cfficicn- 


ey is judged by 1) cormarison with 
othors doing the same jeb and 2) how 


much inprovencnt has been made in roen- 
dering better service and in reducin- 
ecsts. The principles -f work sinpli- 
fication were outlincc and discussed 
by the speaker, wh»? closed with the 
statonent that rcal cfficioncy results 
from the spontancous cooperation of 
nll oriplovces, 


The subject of cfficicncy was al- 
so discussed by Mr, Ralvh i. Shaw, Li- 
brariaun, U.S.Dept. of Agriculture, He 
declared efficiency to be only rola 
tive; that it is nothing more than 
corrion scnsesthat one must have a real 


desire to doa nore cfficicnt job. 
According to Mr. Shaw there are two 
kinds of cfficioney: Procran cfficia- 
cy, which is not doing thinss which 
ousht not to be done, i.e. nicrofiln- 
in;; records which will never be used; 
and Operational officiency. Sone 604% 


to 804 of a library budgct is spent 
for staff. The Quigley study shows 


that 806 to 90% of library activity is 


clerical, More use should be nade of 
machines; routines should he examined 


t> find 2 bettor way of doing thon. 


Publicity: Mr. Ludwig Caninita, 
Jr., Scssions and Caninita, Public Ree 
lations Advisors, Washington,D.C., do- 
clared that "The library to ne is the 
yorson I nect--not the head librarian! 
Each persen must be a public relitions 
expert. To set people into the libra- 
ry play up the ideas that the library 
can be fun and the library is for the 
olect few “in the know." Then in 
solling your products overselling can 
be nore danacing than undorselling. 
Don't push the Kinsey report when one 
copy only is available,i.c. when there 
is insufficient suxply for the demand; 
but push the loss-leaters. In publi- 
cizing “tell the truth, the wholo 
truth, but nothing like the truth." In 
publicizing 1. lecture on Africa Mr, 
Caninita stressed the fact thit the 
sneaker had slept with lions. The .Q1- 
tendenee for this jerticular lecture 
was 250 in comparison tt? sore 15 for 
previous lectures, 


Porsonnel: Mr. Harry Schwartz, 
Personnel Director, Hecht Co,, Wash 
incton,D.C., oxplained thit “you don't 
hire just the part that works,” but 
thit the worker is notivatcd by enc- 
tions and work depends on morale. Sub- 
ordinates are people with ambitions to 
be stirred, nerves which can be shate 
tered, pride which can be hurt, and 
hopes to be realized. As a supervisor 
respect the human dicnity of the one 
»loyec, help hin maintain his self-re- 
svect, give hin an opportunity for 
solf expression, and give him an op- 
portunity to satisfy his ego. 

(Con't cn p. 4) 
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Interior Decoration: Mr. Frank 
P, Bigley, Color Engincor, Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co., Pittshurch, Pa,, dis- 
cussed the psychological effects of 
warm and cool colors and their rela. 
tions to the source cf cxtcrnal light. 
He reccorziended cool colors fcr south- 
ern and western ecxposures and warn 
colors for northern and castern ones, 





However, he thinks grecn is the best 
color for all readins: rooms. It oan be 


adanted to any exposure by varying the 
proportions of blue and yellow, White 
and red colors should be avoided in 
librarics because they promote reste 
lessness and irritation. He recormends 
yellow for corridors, It is especial- 
ly desirable in these tincs because,in 


case of bombing with consequent  sroke 
and light failure, a bri¢ht coler nay 
mean the ciffercnce »bctween ¢ecttine 


the patrons out of the building safcly 
and not getting thon out at all. 





Evening Sessicns: Dr. Robert 
Brittain, poct, author, profcssor, in 
speaking on “Science Looks Ahend" cx- 


world's 
sick, illitcrate, 


plained that over half of the 
people arc hungry, 
anc poverty stricken, At present one 
out of 10 of the 36 billion acres of 
carth is cultivated. More land can be 
nade productive by addition of tracc 
elencnts te the soil and reviving Non- 
an mnethcds of irrigation. More cattle 
ean be raise. for food through scicnce 
conquering diseases which kill them, 


Dr. Kenneth Dale Wells, Presitcnt 
Freedon Foundation, Valley Forge, Pa., 
teld scveral storics about people who 
lived in the Communist zone of Germany 
and what freedom meuns tc them, do 
also explained in cctail the work 914 
Froedon Foundation, although Dr.Wolls 
is violently opposed to Communism, he 
urzed librarians to furnish inforna- 
tion on all the “isms.” 


Miss Virgilia Peterson, literary 
critic cnd author, spoke :f hocks that 
reflect American life favorably in 


forecic¢n countrics and those which crc- 


ate 


a bad impression, She cited Gone 


ceseaee 


With the Wind as one of the best cxan- 
ples of a hook creating a favorable 
impression, She thinks the reoont 
which best reflect American life cre 
Lindborgh's Spirit of St. Louis, Mich- 
ener's Sayonara Means Goodbye, and 
Janes Wechsler's Age of Suspicion. She 
said that Mr. Wechslor's book docs not 
have the litcrary nerit of Whittaker 
Chamber's Witness, but it isa more 
sincere and e nuch more valtiable book. 














Although Atlantic City is not too 
accessible for West Virginians, there 
wore 27 present. Mr. Behyncr presided 
at one goneral session and one work- 
shop. Mr. Mark Crum served as a work- 
shop chairman; and Mr. Robert Munn was 
in charge of placement service, Miss 
Frances Aldcrson, Miss Nancy Matthews, 
end tir, Kenneth Brown served on tho 
hospitality comnittcc,. 


West Vircinians in Atlantic City: 
West Vircinia was represented at the 
Middle Atlantic Regional Conforence by 
one hirh schocl librarian,Miss Mildred 
Conard of Martinsburgs by 2 members of 
the Comission, Kenncth Brown and Ben- 
bow Cheesnans; by librarians from four 
public librerics and from nine colicse 
libraries. Mrs, Gladys J. Scott and 
Mr, Onar Bacon represented Blucficld 
and Huntington respectively. From Qhio 
County Public Library were Miss Nancy 
Matthews and Miss Virginia Ebcling. 
Kanawha County Public Library delcga- 
tion included Margarct Hilliard, Mar- 
colla Kramer, Lorena Amnar, Julictte 
Bryson,Frances Alderson,and Mark Crum, 


Librarians fron the institutions 
of higher cducation included: Gilbert 
Fites, Sylvia Tadcin, and Irs. Dorothy 
Meyer from Fairmont;Miss Bernice Head- 
ines fron Aldorson-8roxdeus; ifrs. Edna 
Woolery and E, Hugh Behymer, Bethany; 
fron Davis-Elkins, Carric Brittain and 
Virgic Harris; Floyd Miller,Glenville; 
Miss Louise Huffaker, Shopherd; Miss 
Virginian Rowe, W.Va.Institute of Tech- 
nolory; Mrs. Vivian Boughter of West 
Liberty; and from the University, Miss 
Florence Reose, Virginia Perry, and 
Robert ifunn. 
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DO _YOU_ KNOW 





THAT West Virginia sponds approxi- 
mately 38¢ per capita annually 
for public library servicc? Only Ar. 
kansas, Mississippi, Oklahona, and Ne- 
vada spend less per capita than West 
Vircinia. Massachusetts anc California 
spend nore than the $1.50 reconmendcd 
by the Amcrican Library Jissociation, 
(Lib,Journal, Oct.1, 1953, p.1610) 





MMMMMMY 
WHER HGH 


THAT West Virginia is one of the 
high salary states in the li- 
brary profession? The 1949 United 


States Burcau of Labor Statistics sure 
vey of the status of library employees 
revealed that the hifhest s-alarics 
were paid in Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Kentucky, Maryland, Virinia, 
and West Virvinia, (Kingcry - OQonor- 
tunities in Library Cerccrs, p.22) 
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THAT the West Virginia Library ijis- 


sociation held a neeting in 
Atlontic City at which Association 


business was conducted with no nenbers 
present? All memhershins clapsed on 
eptember 30; your dues are overdue, 
ee announcenent elsewhere in this is- 
suc about paying ducs for this year. 


£3634 306 
Crd er ere ee 


THil book censorship has invaded 
West Virginia? "In Whecling, 
eeethe Intcllizencor reported in its 
issue of September 2 that the city 
council has given the city's 
Book Censorship Board power to ban 
‘alleged obscene marazines, newspapers 
and pamphlets from the newsstands. The 
Council's action was proripted by the 
eeeLoarue of Decency, which appealed 
to the city legislatcrs to enact les- 
islation defining obscenity in order 
that the law could be enforecd.! The 
Intecllisoncor urged the council to 
'>rocceed with great caution! in an ed- 
itorial Se-tembor 3." (Publisher's 











Weokly, Oct. 10, 1953, »,1564-5) 





THAT 


ALA. mombershi; of West Vir- 
cinia college librerians cvore 
ases three out of five? A survey mede 
his swiner revealed that 57.8% of the 
college librarians were members of the 
Ancriean Library Association. Of the 
57.84 2 total of 72.7% were also mon- 
bers of i,C.R.L. 


HICH EH NE TE 


To> of The News, the ;ublication of 
the A.L.A. Division of Librarics for 
Children and Young Peo;le, is anxious 
to enll attention to the work the li- 
braries in W, Virfinia have been doing 
in the area of service to children and 
young adults. The section called 
"News fron the Regional Reporters" 
 ~rints infornation about s;ecial pro- 
jects, ncthods of attracting readers, 
services to schools and youth groups, 
new lists, professional mectings, dis- 
“lays and other publicity. “For cx- 
style; How has your library been most 
successful in interpreting to the con- 
munity the valucs of strengthening 
sublic library services to children 
and young peoples; how are you sharing 
your book knowledge with teachors,par- 
onts, bookstore personnel, gift-civing 
relatives; how are you using record- 
ings cr filns." The deadline for the 
next issuc is March 3, Send Child- 
ren's news to Miss Janctte Wollscy, 
Martin Memorial Library, York, ra. 3and 
news of young adult activitics to Miss 
Dinah E-ncr, Office of Work with Young 
reople, Brooklyn Public Library, Grand 
Arny Plaza, Brooklyn 38, Now York. 
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"The Frecdom to Read", a statonont by 
the Westchestor Conference of the 
A.L.A. and the An. Book Publishers 
Council, and President Eisenhower's 

letter to A.L.A. in sessicn at Los An- 
geles this sujmer are available for 
distribution, Up to 100 copics will 
be supplicd without charsze to any li- 
brary or cormunity group requesting 
then. [iddress:Wilson Library Bullctin, 
950 University Ave., New York 52; N.Y. 
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; West Virgi nin Librories is the weren't, You may be interested i 
official organ of the West Virginia knowing that the Conference actw2! 
Library Associatisu, I+ is published made money and cur original depos he 


quarterly. Gonon.b.sicus and other 








communications gehoulc be addressed to 
the apoeecricwe o, 21 Assistant, 
Subscripvticn is cnc i with the mene 
bership dves, To sen-nmouore the anne 
ual subscription sats is one collar to 
persons and two dollars to institue 
tions, 

Vols 6s no.4 Raseshec 1653 





Editor..se.e Floyd W, Miller, Glenville 
State College, Glenville, W.Va. 
Co—Ed:tor.... Marcella Kramer, Kanawha 
County Public Library, Charleston 
Editorial Assi atants, coc. cecverseceses 
KE. Hugh Behymer, Bethany College, 
Bethany, Associnticn “ows. 
Mrs, Adrian Belt, Waitman Barbe 
Public Library, Morgantown, 
Public Library News. 
Mary Shipper,Potomaec State School. 
Keyser, College Library News. 
Hazel Fisher,Thomas Jeffezson Jr. 








H, S., Charleston, School. 
uibrary News. 


Business Manager, 


.e Vito Brenni, W.Va. 
University, Mor 


gantown, W.Va, 





Se Cee Se ow 








— 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 'S DESK: 








The next meeting of the West Vir- 
ginia Library Association will be held 
at Bethany ‘College. The aiiae will 
be held early in October, 1954. Miss 
Virginia Ebeling of the Ohic County 
Public Library and Mrs.Vivian Boughter 
of West Liberty State Collece have e- 
greed to join with me in planning the 
program, It is hoped to have a two 
day meeting with a considerably expan 
ed pregram, It is possible that the 
new Tri-State Chapter of the Associa- 
tion of Colleze and Reference Librar~ 
inns may meet with our Association on 
one of the days, 


The Atlantic 
tremendous 
were there 


City meeting was a 
success, Those of us who 
missed those of you who 


was returaed, We are also expecting 


an additional amount when the final 
accounting is made, 
A good meeting of the Executive 


Board was held in Parkersburg. Al! 
members of the Board, with the excep~ 
tion of Miss Kessell, were atle to be 
present, It twas decided to hold two 
Workshop meetings in the Spring, It 
is most like:y that one will be held 
in Elkins and one in Beckley. These 
will be held especially for local pub- 
lic and school MJibrarians. Mrs. 
Parriott of the Moundsville High 

School reported that the school libra~ 
rians were interested in having such 
workshops, 


I would appreciate hearing from 
any librarians who have any sugges= 
tions to further the program of li- 
brary development in West Virginia. 


-— Mr. E, Hugh Behymer, Pres. 
W.Va, Library Association. 
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NEWS DEAD-.LINES for the various issues 
of West Virginia Libraries during 1954 
are: February 28, May 15, and Aug, 15, 
Place a REMINDER on your calendar now; 
and send your news to the proper edi-~ 
torial assistant as indicated. 





MMMM HKD YMG WHR HKRMHMHADUY ES KHKKK 

"Sorry! No millenium yeti" declares 
the Membership Committee Chairman Omar 
Bacon. "Your West Virginia Library 
Associntion dues are payable just as 
if we had had a state meeting in West 
Virginia this year." It is requested 
that ehecks and money orders be mode 
paynble to the West Virginia Li>rery 
Association and mailed to Omar A.Dacon, 
Huntington Public Library, Hunting:on, 
W.Va. Individual membership ~ $2.00; 
Institutional membership~ $5.00. Close 
the year with a happy glow:the a 
your dues are paid. 
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LENUAL MEETING, 


The Annual Macting of tre West 
Virgiaia Libram Associntisn was neld 
at Atlantic City on Oetober 17, with 
twenty-five persons present, 


President Behymcr presented a 
statement of purpose of the state li- 
brary association in which he suggest- 
ed that the association support the 
Library Commission more realistically, 
and that it should promote ]ibrariane 
ship and the establishment of new li- 
brarics throughout the state. Specif- 
leally he recommended regional work- 
shops, the abandonment of separate 
College and Public Library Section 
meetings at the annual meeting, and 
increased attention of the entire as- 
sociation to the problem of strength- 
ening public library coverage of our 
state, 


Treasurer's report showed a bal- 
ance of $625.92 as of Sept. 30. The 
Association began the year with a bale 
ance of $976.90. Income and expenses 
were $79.00 and $322.48 respectively, 


Mr, Mark Crum reported briefly on 
the work of the Public Library Section 
mentioning the letter campaign to en- 
courzge librarians to support the Li- 
brary Commission's request for a budg- 
et increase, and the Workshop held in 
Moundsville in the Spring of 1933, 


Mr. Omar Bacon, Federal Coordin- 
ator, reported that consideration of 
the Library Demonstration Bill was be- 
ing delayed because of the appointment 
of a Congressional committee to study 
the entire problem of federal grants 
to states, The thing to be accomplish- 
ed now is to have library aid reccog- 
nized as one of the types which should 
be given, 


Officers elected for 1953-1934 
are: Mr, E, Hugh Behymer, President; 
Mr. Omar Bacon, vice-president and 
president-elect; Miss Faith Kessel, 
second vice-president; Mrs. Edna Wool- 
ery, secretarysand Mr, Charles Loudcr- 


milk, treasurer, 


Mr,Fiugd Miller anda staff of Wost 
Virginia Litraries was thanked on bee 
half of the entire association for 
their continuing interest and good 
work, It was suggested that librarians 
volunteer more news about their work 
for publication and it was pointed out 
that the stature of our publication 
will be enhanced through the printing 
of articles of merit, 


MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, 





Executive Board met November 23 
in Parkersburg to plan Association 
activities for the coming ycar. Mr. 
Behymer reported the Middle Atlantic 
Conference expenses to be less than 
expected: that our initial share of 
the costs ($50.00) had been returned 
and the remaining surplus would be dis- 
tributed among the various state ase 
sociations in proportion to number of 
registrants from cach state. 


Miss Bernice Headings, chairman 
of the College Library Scction, an- 
nounced that she ws leaving the state 
in February. Motion was made and car- 
ried that Mr, Gilbcrt Fites, Jr. of 
Fairmont State College be appointed 
Chairman of the College Section and 
Program Chairman of the Library Section 
of the Association of Higher Education, 


Miss Virginia Ebcling, chairman 
of the Public Library Section, report- 
ed that planning had begun for holding 
two Workshops during the year. One is 
to be held at Beckley for the surround- 
ing 19 counties and one at cither El- 
kins or Shinnston for 17 countics,. A 
geenoral discussion of procedure,goals, 
and speakers followed, 


W.V.L.A, committces and members 
as appointed by the Board ares 


Membership Committec: 
Mr, Omar A, Bacon, Chairman 
Mr, Charles Loudermilk 
Mr, Vito Brenni 
(Con't. on pg.8) 
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Constitution and By-Laws Committee 
Miss Virgie Harris, Chairman 
Miss Ruth Figgatt 
Miss Mildred Conard 


Nominating Committee 
Miss Margaret Hilliard, Chairman 
Miss Mary F, Shipper 
Mr. Kenneth Brown 


Federal Co-ordinator 
Mr. Mark Crum 


West Virginia Libraries 
“yr, Floyd W, Miller, Editor 
“iss Marcella Kramer, Cos#Editor 
Mr, Vito Brenni, Business Managcor 


A.L.A. Councilor 
Mr. E. Hugh Behymer, Pres.,WVLA, 


Members of the Executive Board are: 
Mr. E, Hugh Behymer, Presidant; Mr, 
Omar Bacon, vice-president and presi- 
dcnt-clect; Miss Faith Kessel, second 
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HUNTINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 





Community activitics; Book Weck 


observance activitics this ycar in- 
cluded both the adult and juvenile 
dcpartments. Downtown library had a 


scries of book revicws by the Hunting- 
ton Woman's Club. Special exhihits of 
new books, records, and pamphlets were 
on display. The Boys! and Girls! De~ 
partment hada serics of story hours 
with stories told by members of the 
adult and junior Story Telling Lcagucs 
of the city. All juvenile departments 
had a party for the winners of certif-~ 
icites of the summer American Heritage 
reading program, Three hundred and 
sixty-one qualificd for certificates, 
Barboursville and Milton both had come 
munity sponsored meetings, 


ee ee ee eee en en, ee 


Equipment: A Marchant automatic 
calculator has been purchased to run 
studies on circulation statistics, and 
for better business control. 


Personnel: Avis Mitchem, book- 
mobile librarian, attended the Ohio 
Library Association meeting in Colum 
bus, Staff members not attending cone 
ventions will be sent to a public li- 
brary for a learning visit. 


Records: Long playing records 
are now replacing the standard play in 
the phonograph record collection. Cat- 
aloging, classification,and processing 
routines have been developed and in- 
troduced. Over a hundred long play 
records were placed in circulation 
during Book Weck. The library's lxrge 
collection of Little Golden records 
are popular with childfen. 


KANAWHA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 





Films: The Library Film Preview 
Center Project began operations in 
Oetober with showings to represcnta- 
tives of various organizations and 
groups in the Charlcston area, Those 
who wish to obtain thc films for usc 
with thcir groups can reserve them 
through the library, The films are 
furnished by the Film Council of Amer- 
ica, one subject-group being received 
each month, The subjects for Octodcr 
and November were International Rela- 
tions and Economic Education respec- 
tively. interested persons may con- 
tact Joanne Greenspun at the library 
for schedules of showing and informa- 
tion about films, 


American Heritage Projects A 
discussion group began meeting in Sep- 
tember under the joint sponsorship of 
the public school Adult Education pro- 
gram and the Kanawha County Public hi- 
brary. Mr. Mark Crum is’ serving as 
discussion leader. Members of the 
group are assigned matcrial to be read 
and a film provided by the A.L.A,Amor= 
ican Heritage Project is shown at the 
meeting. 

(Con't. on pg.9) 











Records: About 30 persons active 
in Charleston music circles attended 
a tea at the libvary Sunday afternoon, 
Nov. 1, to inaugcrate the opening of 
the new record lending collection, On 
the following day 37 albums were bor- 
rowed.. The library has 275 albums and 
30 single records, Radio station WCHS 
donated 135 albums; Galperin Music Co, 
gave 50 albums and a record playcr;and 
others were gifts f-om individuals, A 
grant of $50.00 has been received from 
the Futterman Foundation, New York, to 
be used for purchase of long-=play rec- 
ords, In addition to music recordings 
there are several sects of pootry reade 
ings. A listoning room is being con- 
structed in the library. 


Boys! and Girls' Work: Miss Wil-~ 
ma Brown has b-en making visits to lo- 
cal schools to promote interest in the 
library and to organize groups of 
school puppetcers who will give weekly 
Saturday morning punpet s‘iows, 


The English library "adopted" by 
the Boys' and Girls! Department (Lib. 
Journal, Oct. 15, 1952) is in the ncws 
again, Miss Brown's Department re- 
ceived a copy of The Borrowers, this 
year's winner of the Carnegic Medal A- 
ward for the outstanding children's 
book in England, from the Library Club 
of London, Mrs. Frank Annand saw the 
book and retold it scrially on hor 
story hour over WCHS, When Woman's Day 
began to publish the story sorially,in 
Junc, Miss Brown contacted the cditor 
with a story about the copy reccived 
from the "adopted" library. The story 


end a photograph owas published in 
Woman's Day, 











A county-wide library contest for 
school children was run as part of a 
prce=Book Weck promotion prorram, The 
Kanawha County (Charleston), South 
Charleston, and St, Albans librarics 
worked within ‘their respective areas, 
with the Kanawha County bookmobile cov 
ering other parts of the county, The 
object of the contcst was to learn 
which schools have the highest percent 
age of library card holders, 


Odds and Ends: The Extension 
Department is busy drawing up plans 
for a now booknobile: 


An article by Mr. Charles Loudcr- 
milk of the Reference Department is to 
be published in the West Virginia Mage 
azine for December or January, The 
article is on the history of the Kan- 
awha County Public Library and its 
referonee department in particulsr, 
Mr, Loudermilk has also prepared ane 
other article which is to be printed 
in the Charleston Gazctte. 





With the death of Mrs, W.E. Clark 
in August, the library lost a friend 
and interested worker, Mrs. Glark had 
been a member of the library board 
since 1926. 


OHIO COUNTY PUSLIC LIBRARY 





Community <activitics: Several 
adult education activities are being 
held in the Civic Room, The Federation 
of Church Women are sponsoring a ser- 
ics of mectinss on the work and pur- 
pose of the United Nrtions, fcaturing 
outstanding speakors, Dr. Perry E. 
Gresham, now president of Bothany Col- 
lege, was one of the speakers. Other 
activitics include an extension course 
in education offered by West Virginia 
University; and, a music appreciation 
course taught by Mr, Mclvin Artley of 
West Liberty State College in which 
the recordings and facilities of the 
Library's Music Department are uscd. 
Later 2 Spanish language course, 
taught by 2. native of Seville, is to 
be offocrcd. 


Children's Department: The 
Children's Department, with the coop- 
eration of radio st.2tion WEWK, broad 
cast some "Enrichment Records" during 
Book Weck. 


WAITMAN BARBE LIRRARY(MORGANTOWN CITY) 





Community Activitics: "The 
Morgantown Fricnds of the Library" met 
in Qctober to elect officers. Mr. 
Brooks Cottlc,editor of the Morgantown 
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Post, and Mr, Alfred McCauley were the include Loan, Refcrenee, Cataloging, 
speakers, The interest of this organ- and Ordering. Miss Edna Prunty, who 


ization gives hope that Morgantown may 
soon have a modern library building. 


The film "The Impressionable Years" 
has been made available by West Vir- 
ginia Univ, for usc by the "Friends"to 
interest civic groups in the work of 
the organization. 


Children's Work: During Book 
Week, Miss Byrl Burchinal, 2 teacher 
in the Junior High School, brought her 
English classes to the library. Asa 
result several students have become 
members of "Fricnds of the Library." 


WEST VIRGINIA LIBRARY COMMISSION 





The Commission hcld Open House on 
October 23rd at it's now headquarters, 
2004 Quarricr Street in Charleston. 


The first appropriation for the 
Commission was made in 1941, In 1942, 
it bcgan operation at the old Univcr- 
sity Hoalth Center in Morgantown, and 
remained on canpus until this sumncr 
because of housing shortagcs in 
Charleston, Again, headquarters is 2 
house <= 2 larger one than its first 
homc. 


In addition to statc-wide services 
previously provided by the Commission, 
service to State cmployces in Charles- 
ton has been initiated. 


Now staff members arc: Mrs.Ray E, 
Harrison, secretary; Miss Shirloy Tol- 
loy, typist,Cataloging Department ;Mrs. 
J.&. Toubert, typist, Loan Department 
(.11 of whon came to thc Comnission 
from the Kanawha Co, Public Library); 
Mrs. C.D. Thomas, who was formerly on- 
ployed by the Charlcston Engraving Ca; 
nnd Bill L,. Coon, drivcr-clerk, a 
graduate of Van High School in 1953. 


Mr. Benbow P, Cheesman, fornerly 


. ficld worker in Region “A" whose 
headquarters was Harrisville, moved 
with the Commission and is now in 


charge of headquarters services which 


was Mr, Cheesman's assistant 4n Region 
"A" also moved to headquarters as ase 
sistant in cataloging. Mrs. 0.W.Hawes 
of Dunbar is temporarily ocmploycd as 
an assistant in Loan-Refcrence. 


Mrs. C.B. Allen, of Mooreficld, 
is the new Commission member appointed 
by Governor Marland. She replaces Mr. 
Gilbert C. McKown, editor of the Mar- 
tinsburg Journal, Mr. E. E. Rich is 
chairman of the Commission this ycar. 

MMRM 


(Con't, from pg.2, ACRL...) 

ities, mnenbers, ctc. The representa~ 
tive will be alert to the problems of 
the rcfcronee and college librarians 
in the state, and will make every ef- 
fort to be helpful. The plans for the 
representatives include membership 
promotion, and consideration of pro- 
posals for investigation and rescarch. 
It is hoped that this system of state 
representatives will result in an a- 
wareness of the value of ACRL, (mom- 
bership is by specifying this division 
when paying dues to A.L.A.), and of 
the journal, Colloge and Research Li-~ 

braries, free to all ACRL mombers who 
pay f.L.A. ducs of »6 or more. The 
representative for West Virginia is 
Gilbert G, Fites, Jr., Librarian, 
Fairmont State Collegc, Fairmont. 





PERSONNEL: 


Mr. Hownrd Laphai is now assistant li- 
brarian, Wayne University, Detroit, It 
is reported that Mr, Robert wiimn is 
now assistxnt librarian at Wost Vir- 
ginia University. It is hoped thet 
there is truth in the rumor that Miss 
Ora Poters, Librarian, Concord Colicg- 
is now back to work. 








Mra, Sylvia Tadin and Mrs, _Doro- 
thy H. Meyer are the two new members 
of the Fairmont State College staff. 
Mrs. Tadin is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. She has taught 
English and has. been school librarian, 

(Con't. on p.11) 
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HOW TO KILL AY ASSOCIATION 


+. Don't attond mectings. If you 
should attaad, arrange to be late, 

2 Don't read uny official announce- 
ments, Be especially wary of an 
official journal. Thiow it in the 
wastc basket as soon as you reccive 
it. 

3, Never accept an officc-.-be free to 
heckle from the ovtside, 

4, If appointed to serve on a commite 
tee, do no more than is absolutely 
neccessary. 

5. Criticize as a vicious clique those 
who are actually struggling to ace 
complish something. 

6. Never indicate your opinion on an 
important matter, 

7. Agree with cverything said at a 
mecting; then disagree outside, 

8, Wait until you receive several 
notices before paying your duces, 

9. Never join an association if you 


reccive any benefits without joinig 


10. Resign frequently and heatedly. 
(Reprinted from: Between Libraries; J. 
of the Maryland Library Association, ) 
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NEW PUBLICATION ON BOOK CENSORSHIP 


The August 1953 issuc (No.35) of 
the University of MJIllinois Library 
School's Occasional Papers is cntitled 
"The Amorican Library Association and 
Intcllectual Freedom," 2nd is written 
by John J. Boll, gradunte student at 
the University of fMIllinois Library 
School. The paper, which is part of 
Mr, Boll's doctoral thesis, reviews 
the steps taken by the Amcrican Libra- 
ry association, during the past four- 
teen years, in combatting censorship 
in librarics, A copy of the paper may 
be obtained without charge by writing 
the School of Library Science, Univcr= 
sity of Illinois, Urbana, Illinois, 





(Con't, from pg,l0, Personnel) 


in botn Iiiineis and West Varginw. at 
Fairmont, Mrs, Tadin is cataioger and 
instructor in library scicnce. Mre. 
Meyer is a graduate in library scicnco 
from Syracuse, Sac has taken graduate 
work at Columbi¢ and Johns Hopkins. 
Mrs. Mcyer comes to Fairmont fron Kan- 
sas University. Her provious c:porie 
ence includes circulation and iofcr- 
ence work at Syracuse University Li- 
brary; Springficld, Mass., City Libre - 
ry; Wichita, Kansas, Public Library; 
and teacher of English at the Univcr-- 
sity of Puerto Rico and of Spanish at 
Kansas University. 


Another neweomer to West Virginia 
is Miss Hilda Nordvold. Miss Nordvold 
is a native of Minnesota. She re- 
ceived hor iibrary training at Kent 
State University and has bcen appoint- 
ed librarian of the Swaney Menorial 





Library, New Cumberland. During the 
month of October Miss Nordvold took 
ineservice training at the W.Va. Li- 


brary Commission headquarters, Whilc 
there she made use of the Commission's 
resources in selecting books and sup- 
plics, and conferred with staff mcn- 
bers on administrative problems. The 
Swaney Memorial Library is still undcr 
construction, but there is hope it may 
be open by Christmas, 


Miss Bornicc Headings, Librarian, 
Aldorson-Broaddus College, announces 
that she has resigned and will leave 
the state in February. Miss Headings 
plans to attend Colwabia to complete 
work for a mastcr's in library scionec 
and to take advanced work in English. 
In the meantime she will make plans 
with Mr. Fitcs,who is to become chair- 
man of the College Section, for the 
Spring meeting program of the Library 
Section of the W.Va. Association of 
Higher Education. Miss Headings, we 
wish you the best of luckJ 
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